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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1841.

In those thinus which are essential let there

BE unit* in non-essentials, liberty , and in all

ihinui charity..Aug-tuini.

THE POST MASTER GENERAL'S RE-
PORT.

This is emphatically a business document.

precisely such a paper aa the country needed.
Notwithstanding the author's " regret that his

recent iuducliou into office would prevent htm

froiugiviug that full development necessary to a

clear understanding of the various and extended

operations of the Department, so important and

interesting to every class," we venture to say

that every class of his fellow-citizens will be

pleased with his perfect execution of the undertaking.There is 110 circumlocution whatever,
for he proceeds to business in the second

paragraph. We have already published two

- documents from the Cabinet Ministers, which

have elicited universal commendation, and we

know that the present able expose of so importanta Department of the Government, will renderequal satisfaction.
The conditiou of the Department at the presenttime, compared with that of 1790, shows

the extraordinary development and increase ofthe
resources and intercouase of the country. The

Post Offices have increased from about 75 to

13,488; and the routes from 1,875 miles to 155,739;and the revenue from $37,936, to $4,539,<165;and yet the expenditures, we are sorry to

say, still exceed it, and full short of the revenue

by $219,855.
Since the Department has become so cxten1i

sive in its operations, and tile neaus ui n uum

tune to time have been so ready and anxiousto yield t> the wishes both of political
parties and the public, no wonder that its endeavorshave outstriped its means, and that,
sharing the fate in some degree of the unlowardnessof the times, it has failed to make its

resouices meet its expenditures. To lemedy
this evil, the Postmaster General has ventured

upon a course of paitial retrenchment, which
will enable the Department in future nearly to

balance its expenditures with its revenue. Its

income, however, he intimates, is liable to be

affected by the business of the country, and

fluctuate with the times. We hope, therefore,
a change of times will restore the Department
to its wonted prosperity.
Hut there are other causes which have opera-

led to diminish the revenue 01 me ucparuurui.
a great extension of the franking privilege, and
a proportionate tax upon the revenue to pay the

charges of the Postmasters, made upon what
has been thus franked. Another cause, is the

facility atforded by the modern improvements in

travelling, of transmitting letters by private
conveyance; and a still more considerable cause,

the many private expresses that are established,
which, outsripping the mail frequently, are preferredas the medium of transmission.
Much difficulty has been experienced in contractingwith the Railroad Companies. The

rate of charge lias been considered quite too

high. In consequence of the Department being
limited to a certain rate per mile, and therefore
unable at all times to effect the transportation of
the mails through this medium, the Department
has frequently been charged with the fault that

belongs entirely to the Railroad Companies.
This evil, it is to be hoped, will be remedied.
The estimated expenditure and income of the

Department for the last year shows an excess of
the former of about $110,000, leaving this

amount a charge upon the Treasury ; but to remedythe evil in future, the Postmaster Generalproposes to reduce the expenditure by reducingthe commissions of the Postmasters,
charged upon the franking privileges.
The estimated-expenditure and income of the

Department stand thus:

Expense of mail transportation, $3,145,000
Commissions to Postmasters, 1,015,000
Ship, steamboat, and way letters, 20,000
Incidental expenses, blanks, statione- J ..... ,,

ry, printing f '

$4,490,000
Estimated income, 4,380,OjO

110,000
Several reports from the different divisions of

the Department accompany this report, tending
to exhibit more in detail the condition of this

brunch of the public service.
Suggestions are made upon tbe propriety of

reducing the rate of letter postage, and regulatingthat of newspaper, with a view to tbe in

crease of the revenue. A change of the laws

in this particular would, doubtless, produce the

desired result. High charges do not produce
always a proportionate aggregate of revenue.

Suggestions are made with reference to effectingcontracts with Railroads, which deserve

ousideration. Suggestions for reducing the

frauking privilege are made,and many other matters,tending to improve the condition of the Department,are considered.which we have not

space to notice.
The report itself not being long, we trust it

*1.1 *«" inlorool in t I k 4*
will tie read oy an who uiw a.., iu>v.va. ... .

subject; and we feel sure it will be read with
much edification.
We have already extended our remarks to

great length, and must now bring them to a

close, with the hope and belief that the annual
report of next year will exhibit a different conditionof this Department, if the present able
head should still continue to preside over it.

airThc Madisonian (anticipating an error into
winch we have innocently fallen) docs us but jus'ice
in taking it lor granted that we will as soon as aware

of a mistake, correct it, 8lc.. Independent.
Perhaps (while tho .Independent ia in the "giving

mood") it will correct nnolher slight mistake, contained
in the same article referred to. It asserted that

" the Baltimore Visiter" (a paper formerly edited by
Mr. Jones,) was " extinct," &C., &r. Now that paper

has been in successful tjioration some twp|ve years,

it11<I has, if wrmistake not, at this limn, inoro subsoril"'r«than the sheet in Richmond which Mr. P. recentlyabandoned. The Independent may make this

correction, if it see* proper. We arc indifferent about

it, because we are well convinced that no harm was

done by the statement. Misstatements of this characternever do any injury.the reader always places
the proper estimate on them.

Mr. Hsmpton, the agent, has received the Decembernumber oflbe Knickerbocker He will accommodatesubscribers and others, that may call at his lite

'ary depot, eastern end of the avenue.

WASTE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY
One of the first objects to which the present

Postmaster Ceueral gave Ins attention, among
the many that attracted it, ou Ins coming into
office, was the heavy expenditure J<>r leather
andcanvuaa mail bugs.indicating great probablewaste and extravagance; and he accordinglyissued to special agents and postmasters,
at the most prominent poiuls, emphatic instructionson the subject; concluding with the adtnouitiouthat 110 duty can well be enjoined
which is regarded as more necessary than this,
(of looking after the public property,) nor is
there any to which agents of the Department
will be held to a stricter account.
The answers are beginning to come in, and

already they disclose a degree of shameful neglectand abuse, which may give some idea of
the scope for economy and reform which he has

already developed in a single branch ot the businessin his Department.
" .., 1a., December 4, 1841.

" On taking charge of thia office, on the lat Octoberlaat, I found, froiu the diaaection of two chair
cuahiona, occupied by former clerks, ten cansass bage
enclosed, and about the same number devoted to other

unnecessary purposes in and about the office.
" It other offices were examined, I have no doubt

many might be found appiopriated to similar illegitimateuses."

" Farmvillk, Va , Nov. 30, 1841.
" I have frequently observed an indifference and

carelessness with the mail carriers in returning empty
mail bags, and especially canvass bags, and we have

very often to ask after them, after the deliveiy of the
mails. On several occasions, in tiavelling on stage
lines, 1 have observed the canvass bags were used for
the transportation of grain and mealJ'or horses."

" Rochebtcr, Dec. 18th, 1841.
" 1 would mention that, fiom the inquiries not unfrequentlymade here by atage-diivers for bags to carry

their horse blankets, curry combs, brushes, efns., and
some of their own clothing, it would seem that the

grind in the dust a suffering people.
Happily for our country, we have not yet come to

the pass of rewarding with pensions a ministry who
have plundered the people, and been thrust out of

power by public opinion. And long may it be before
we come to such a pass.
The i>eople of England and the Government ot

England, are quite distinct classes. We can sympathizewith the suffeiings of the former; and we welcomethem to the wide extended shores of bur hospitalityand freedom. May this land ever be for them,
as for our fathers, a Land of Promise. But, for Ihiit
rulers and their oppressors, wc cherish a far different
sentiment ', and this country >urely can expect no

other measure of justice from them, than that which
they daily mete out to their own people.

Should a war, unhappily for humanity, ever occur

again between the Mother and the Daughter, the

former will find, when she attempts to land on our

shore, her own kith and kin, banished from their native
homes by oppression and want, in arms to meet

our invaders, and to do battle in defence of the soil
that has given them sustenance, and tho glorious institutionsofllic Government, that has baptized them
anew, the adopted children of freedom, and jiortioned
OUl 10 ineni (licir liliiiiunui min i num. t;

" The Whig Government.. Many persons suppose
the country, in dismissing the lute Government front the
public service, has taken leave of them forever. By
an act p.tsseii I and 5 W. IV, c. 24, the people pay
the following very nice snug retiring pensions upon
the present quartet ly deficient Consolidated Fund:

Lord Coltrnhain, £5,000
Lord Melbourne, 2,000
T Baring, Es<j., 2,000
Lord J. Kussell, 2,000
Furl Minto, 2,000
Sir J. O. Hophouse, 2,000 1

Right Hon. H. Laboucherc, 2,000
Loid Morpeth, 1,400 ]
'l'wo Joint Secretaries of the Treasury, 2,800
Secretary to the Admiralty, 1,400
T. B. Macaulay, 1,400
Under Secretary of State, Clerk of the

Ordnance, Second Secretary of the Admiralty,Secretary of the Indian Board,
each 1,000/. 4,000

It is thus seen that the members of the late admin,
istration of public affairs, on retiring from office, receivepensions to the amount of twenty eight thousandpounds sterling, paid by taxes inifrosed on Unpeopleof England.

This sum of £28,000, reducer! to out federal mo-;
ney, will be about $140,000) a sum of $40,000 more

than the salaries of the President, Vice President, the
whole six members of the Cabinet, and the whole
nine members of the Supreme Court of the United

Sutes, which are but 8100,000, and but about $25,-

practice of allowing them bag* for such purpose* ha*

prevailed more or less in *ome quarter*. If *uch be

the fuct, and «uch i* the impre*«ion produced by the
manner of the inquiries (though as we do not comply
with such request*, we heai Icsy of them now than

formerly) it would not be difficult to account thereby
for perhaps a eery considervble loss or injury of bagI
throughout the thousands of routes in the Union!"

" y.ANEsviLLB, Ohio, Dee. 2,18-11.
"1 atn aware considerable negligence and abuse

have existed on this subject, from the fact that on

taking charge of this office in February last, 1 was

applied to several li ues by the stage-drivers for canvass

bags to keep their currying apparatus in, and when

refused they seemed yuite displeased and remarked, it

had always been the custom tofurnish them with what

they wanted. Since that lime I have sutl'ercd none to

be taken for any purpose whatever.
"Whilst on the subject of abuses, as you ask for

'unrestrained suggestions,' suffer me tocall your attention
to one, in my opinion, which call* as loudly for

correction as almost any other, that is, the flanking
privilege, and by none more frequently abused than
those high in authority. This is an abuse that requiresgreat delicacy on the part of the Postmaster to

tie able to detect, and not gel himself into difficulty. I
make these suggestions fianklv, from the fact that severalIcttets were received at this office during the last
summer franked by members of Congress and others,
when 1 had good reason to believe that they had no

interest whatever in their contents.

"Another source of vexation, and one which adds
greatly to the size and weight of the mail*, are these
mammoth newspapers; many of theiu could not be

freighted at cents by wagon, in the damp condition
in which they are mailed."

Removals have in many cases already been
made, us we understand, under the requisition
of the Postmaster General that Postmasters shall
personally and actively superintend their ollices,
and it may he expected that the same late awaits
any Postmaster or contractor who may commit,
or wilfully connive at, any waste or unlawful
appropriation or use ol the property of the Department.There is much use in making known
the nature, and extent of the responsibility of all

public agents, and in stimulating watchfulness
over the porformance of their trusts.

RETIRING PENSIONS OF THE BRITISH
WHIG MINISTRY

Wc take the following article from an exchange paper,(and ciediled to' a late London paper) which cxhu
bits one of the causes of oppression and poverty that

(100 less than the Federal salaries, and thoseof the Governorsof the six-and twenty State* united, wbtcb
aiuuuut in the egg legale to only $lfth,4&0.

THE OFFICERS OF THE FATE U. 8.
BANK PRESENTED BY THE ORAND
JURY FOR FRAUD AND THEFT!
The annals of the world might be challenged

to produce an amount of successful fraud and
knavery equal to that of the bank* of thte country; and perhups all the frauds of all the other
banks in the couutry might safely be challenged
to exhibit an amount of this commodity of bank
knavery equal to that of the Ejt- Unitttl States
Hunk, embracing its two-fold existence, Slate
and Federal.
When knaves fall out, honest men get their

riirhfa anus I Iw. ..lu.r,. Dm ,h>> namllol fails in
......., - ".vf

this case, for all that is left for the honest men

in this case.is, the certaiuty that their rights are

past all recovery. Knavery has been so prodigal,that it has left no asset*. Restitution is

out ol the question, and retribution exhibits but
a beggarly account of "breeches pockets!" All
that remains to satisfy defrauded honesty and
indignant justice, (to use the prophetic language
of one of their own eloquent prigs,) is "for the
penitentiary to reclaim its fugitives !" But the
whole prophecy is too appropriate and too remarkableto be omitted, showing

.:. That we hut leach
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return
To plague the inventor. This even-handed justice
Commends the ingredients ol' our poisoned chalice
To our own lips.
Behold the prophecy that the great Financiera few vears since, from Nassau Hull, ut-

tured against his adversaries; and see how literallyit is now being verified against himself aud
his followers:

" From your own quiet elevation, [addressing his
friends and followers and indicating Ins adversaries,}
watch calmly this servile route, [the people,} us its triumphssweep before you. The avenging hour will at
last come; it cannot be that our tree nation will long
endure the vulgar dominion of iunorancu and PROFLIGACYYou will live to see the laws re-established.These BANDITTI will be scourged hack
to their caverns; THE PENITENTIARY WILL
RECLAIM ITS FUGITIVES IN OFFICE!
and the only remembrance which history will preserve
of them, is the energy with which you resisted and
defeated them !"

And here follows the evidences of defeat, beforethe grand inquest of the country :
" The fretentmcnt of the (irand Jury.. We publishthis morning the much talked of presentment of

the Grand Jury of the General Sessions in reference
to the affairs of the United Stutes Bank, wilh a brief
notice uf the pioceedings in court which followed the
reception and readine of this important paper. Since
llus matter la al last lauly opened, it is tu lift hoped
thul no petty quibbling will be allowed to interpose,
ami th.it the whole business will be thoroughly sifted
without lear, favor, or affection. It' wrongs within
the cognizance of a criminal court have been committed,let justice be done, whoever may be the parties.

(Pinnaylranian.

/ 'rum the Daily Chronicle,
PRESENTMENT OF THE GRAND JURY

AUA I.NST THE
OFFICERS AND OTHERS OF THE

UNITED STATES BANK.

Tu the Hon. Court of (ieneral Sesiiuna :

The (irand Jury fur the County of Philadelphia,
Respectfully submit' to the Court on their solemn

oaths and uffi rural ions the following statement of their
proct odirigs.
On the I'Jth day of November, lull, a paper containingcharges of a criminal naiuie against ccilain

individuals, and which in hereto annexed, marked B,
was presented to the Grand inquest now inquiring for
the county of Philadelphia, by a responsible citizen,
who pledges hiiuself'to make good his charges, and be
the prosecutor. An accusation, coming in such a shape,
the Grand Jury felt it to be an imperative duty to investigate.Subpoenas were issued for all the persons
naiut'u as wnufhw# uy iiiv [R-mui iiiukiu^ iut5 aci-u»alion,and for such others who, in the course of examination,was found to be cognizant of uny inateriul
facts having relation to the charge.
A full and searching inquiry has been instituted,

and the deliberate opinion of the Grand Jury is, that
certain officers Connected with the United States
Bank, have been godly of a gross violation of the lu»;
colluding together to defraud ihose stockholders who
had tiusied their all to he preserved by them. And
that there is good grounds to warrant a prosecutionof such persons for serious criminal offences,
which the Grand Jury do now present to the Court,
and usk that the Attorney General be directed to semi
up for the action of the Grand Jury, hills of indictment
against.

First..Nicholas Biddle, Samuel Jaudon, John Andiewsand otheis, (tothe jury unknown) fur entering
into a conspiracy to defraud the Stockholders of the
Bank of the United States, of the sums of $400,000,
in the year 1836. And endeavoring to conceal the
same, liy a fraudulent and illegal entry in 1841.
To sustain the above.endorse.Austin Montgomery,Capt. Henry Mallery, Henry Korn; as accusers

Moses Kempton, Edvvuid Cubs, J. fci. Newbold,
Joshua Lippincott, Jonathan Patterson, Thomas
Tailor and William Drayton, as witnesses.
The Grand Jury on their solemn oaths and affirmations,do far.her ask that a bill of indictment may be

sent to them against.second.
Nicholas Biddle, Joseph Cowpeilhvvaile, Thomas

Dunlap, and others, (to the Jury unknown) Ini enteringinto a conspiracy to. defraud,. &c &c., the
stockholders of the Bank of the United Slates during
the years 183G-7-8-'J and '40, by which the stockholdeishave been defrauded out of a sum or sums ol
money exceeding $300,000.
To sustain this bill.endorse the same accusers as

tn (lie first case.as witnesses, Motes Kempton, EdwardCole, James S. Newbold, Joshup Lippincott,
Jonathan Patterson, Thomas Taylor, William Drayton,Joseph Cabot, Rodney Fisher, Richard Price,
and George Handy.
Th. limn,I luru ..II ll.i.ir Si.I.>11111 ..'lilts nil .'.ll'lf-

illations, do farther a«k tor a Lull of indictment against
Alexander Lardner, Thomas lUinlup, Kieliurd 1'iice,
Lawrence Lewis, mid Gouge llumly and others, to
the Jury unknown, lor feloniously, or. conspiring to
cheat and defraud the Stockholders of the United
Stales Hank of Pennsylvania, of the sum or sums of
about 130,000 dollars in the year IH10. To sustain
this charge, the same accusers as on the others. And
as witness Moseses Keui|iton, Ivlwaril Coles, J. S.
Newlmld, Joshua Lippincott, Jonathan Patterson and
Thomas Taylor.
The Grand Jury woHld also inform the Court that

this (the Jury) have before them unother subject of
much importance, and which involves'a misdemeanor
ol the gravest character, as commuted by a magistrate
of the Southwark, whose duty it is to protect the citizensand their properly, instead of conniving with
hurglais and thieves; taking the money that they had
stolen, and then' allowing them to escape justice, and
to pray again upon the community.

VV it It respects, &c..
T. B TOWN, Foreman.

Grand Jury Room, Doc. 10, 1841.
(.LETTER B.)

I charge Nicholas Biddle, Joseph Cowperthwaile,
Thomas Dunlap, Samuel Jauilon, nnd John Andrews,
with fraud and theft, in taking and using for their
own benefit and accommodating their friends, the moneybelonging lo the Stockholders of the United Slates
Bank, which they were liberally paid to guard and not
lo abu e; my proof is, the ro|sut of the investigating
committee, made to the stockholders in Apr.I, 1 h>41.
As lo the above being a breach of trust only 'tis

not so , 'tis too idle and insulting to be pretended or

entertained for one moment, away with it then and
forever.these men were servants and paid for their
services, so are your lamdy domestics to whom you
give in charge your plate, and other valuables But it
they appropriate it, or lllem, to themselves, they are

unhesitatingly charged with,and proceeded against as

for ihell, and why not N. Biddle and the rosi.
AUSTIN MONTGOMERY.

On motion of the Attorney General the Court dileetedbench warrants to be issued against the persons
presented.

Haydbn's Patent Pens. .Wc invite the reader's
attention to Mr. Fischer's advertisement in another
column. We have a specimen of the pens before us,

and in justice must Commend them heartily.

SPECIE IN THE SUSPENDED BANKS, Ac. re

How much specie is there " locked up" tu the
specie suspending Banks / Let us examiue. 111

Tlie Banks of the six New England States, of 1,1

New York and of South Carolina, we believe,
all now redeem (heir bills in specie. A portion
ot the Banks of New Jersey, Missouri, and recentlyone in Louisiana, have resumed specie y<
payments. ^i

But we will refer to the Report (or letter) of
the late Secretary of Treasury, addressed to ra

Congress, on the 1st March, 184.1, on the "

conDITIONOF THE STATE BANK8."
We find, according to this document, that
New Jersey has specie paying Banks, 16

^
Specie suspending, 16

w

Total, 2tior

Wc find that the following ia the condition of tbeee Pr
two classes of Banka 'el

Capital. Circulation. Specie. cu

IC specie paying, 92,641,495 $720,197 $27b,047
10 suspending, 1,193,321 1,372,572 153,002

nu

Pennsylvania makes no returns of the nourishing .,j
condition of her Banks, except that of the ex-U. S.
Bank. But Gov. Porter informed the Legislature, sij

upon his vetoing a Bank act on the 11th June, 1840, uj
that there were 52 Banks in the State with an aggre- ^
gate capital of $00,000,000. jyj
What the specie basis was at that lime, or is at present,must be left to conjecture. But the U. S. Bank

made u report of its condition on the 21st December,
1840, by which it appears to have had >>2

Capital. Circulation. Specie. he
$35,000,000 $11,223,058 $2,171,722 0fl

If we assume that the rest of the Bank have a circu- c<>

lation. and specie, in the same ratio oftheir capital, their tn

condition would be thus l'»

Capital. Circulation. Specie.M
#25,000,000 #8,010,890 »1,551,*230

' mi
Wo will now come to the condition of the Banks in

^
the. following States, without undertaking to make
any distinction between those that pay specie, (it there

^
be anv) and those that do not :

CM
Capital. Circulation. Specie. .,1,

Delaware, #881,648 #860,963 #155,691 1

Maryland, 10,'214,908 '4,529,843 1,556,0140
Virginia, 10,283,633 6,852,435 2,318,791 mi

N. Carolina, 3,225,000 2,092,877 802,709 p
Georgia, 15,098,694 5,518,822 1,300,694
Alabama, 14,379,255 7,211,141 1,589,510
Louisiana, 41,711,214 6,443,785 3,163,243 rei
Arkansas, 3,532,706 995,905 203,818
Tennessee, 5,802,447 2,045,375 647,945 m
Kentucky, 2,987,200 1,795,058 663,449 r

Missouri, 1,178,866 347,530 509,597 3

Illinois, 4,044,025 3,105,415 5*29,640 *«

Indiana, 2,671,618 2,865,568 1,076,551
Ohio, 8,103,243 3,584,341 1,052,767 M
Michigan, 1,000,003 568.177 123,635

p.
Total, 125,314,437 . 45,917,285 14,693,059 tei

We thus see what the condition of the Banks are in <'t

these fifteen Stales, « > fur as they hail made returns ult
to the Secretary of the Tre ,sury. But he notices the
amount of the capital of the Hanks in the following
States, of which no returns were made, as to their cir- ')u'

culatiun or specie. The capital is noticed as follows, C01

being in addition to what we have included in our lo

preceding statement.
Capital. Tl

Delaware, $300,000 no

Ueorgia, 1,000,000 tra

Alabama,... 2,000,000 tra

Ohio, - 1,000,000
Illinois,... 100,000 int

^ IT ari
4,100,000

It this capital hear the same proportion in its tircu- jj
latioii and specie, to the uggiegutc ot the Banks of the |n|

15 States, which we have given, the amount would (rB
stand, in round numbers, about thus ;

Capital. Circulation. Specie. thi
15 Slates, $1*25,314 437 $45,917,*285 $14,093,059 mi

5 States, 4,400,000 1,500,000 500,000

Total, 129,714,437 47,417,*285 15,593,059
It will thus appear, that the capital of these Banks

bears a proportion to their circulation of about 3 to 1;
and the circulation, about 3 to 1, of their specie.
We now bung the Banks ofNew Jersey and Penn- ^

sylvania into our calculation, and give a recapitulation til
I.r tlw. <-i>i>dui,>r> of in,. uh..n. <ii. n.i..i,.i r.l

them da
Capital. Circulation. Specie. an

New Jersey, 1,193,3-21 1,372,572 158,002 [)0U.S Hunk, 35,000,000 11-,223,05H 2,171,722 paPenn. Bunks, 25,000,000 8,010,894 1,551,230 ,.j
Total, 01,103,321 80,013,124 '3,780,054
Add, 1-29,714,437 47,417,285 15,593,050

inl
Total, 190,907,758 08,020,409 19,374,013 K»

krWe have thus shown the amount of capital, circu- p;*
lation and estimated specie in the non-specie paying th
Banks; and we ask, in conclusion, why they cannot "'J
resume specie payments 1

gr
And we simply remark, that if we have estimated lia

their specie any thing near the mark, they have near- 8l'

ly $20,000,000.live million* more than enough to -j^furnish the hasis to the scheme recommended in the jc
President's Message for an Exchequer. P

de
DOMESTIC HISTORY. c,jat

It is an old adage, that history is philosophy he

teachiug By example; but the philosophy
must be nugatory, when the history is forgotten, sh
VVe do not say that our political demagogues. ^whether declaiming in Congress or vituperating (|r
through the Press.are ignorant of the history of a'1

the nations ofEurope, whether ancient or modern; P'Jbut they appear most perversely industrious in for- he
getting the history of their own country. When ""

we make this charge, we do not intend to lead ^
them back so far as the landing of the Pilgrims ga
we blame litem only for disregarding the wis- ^doni which we might learn by looking into our pa
history for the last twenty-live years. I*
When nn ln»vnn,,iJ M--1. ...

,h
..... .... ...ux/.^/v.uvvu. AJoim 15 icuuilIlllCUUCU i|j

as the infallible cure for the evils of the cur- foi
rency.either by Nicholas Biddle, Batik Directors,or Manifesto Whigs.we ask, does the
history of the last Bank prove it possessed the P1
power either to prevent or to cure the mischiefs

^of the currency? We often hear the assertion
made that, during the existence of the late Bank _1
the country was blessed with a sound and equal
currency. Does the history of that institution
prove that such wa9 actually the fact? No!.
Thn.P wlin nmlin th. Dc«orIir.n rt - »»»»

that they are ignorant of the history of their
own country, for the approximate space of the
last twenty-five years. We find, in an ancient
chronicle, that in 1819, notwithstanding the sal- M
ut'ary omnipotence now imputed to the United
States Bank, that exchange between New York jt
and New Orleans ranged from 7 to 10 per cent.
From the same chronicle we ascertain, that the j
circulation was so far from being sound and
equal, that the several officers of the great bank vn

refused to redeem the notes issued at the other tc,
branches. If these notes were given in paymentof debts due to tl\e United States, ihey
were received.otherwise not. Such is the sub- ,|i
stance of a notice issued in 1818. And yet we

are told by the factors of a hank monopoly, that lh
the Great Monster gave a sound and equal cur- «

ncy to the wliule couotry, and gave a universal
lualizauou to the exchanges. Those who
ake the assertion are ignorant of the history
ost worthy of their study.

FAILURE OF MAILS
These often occur by causes altogether be>udhuman control. Yet of these, people at a

stance never get to have any knowleyge, and
isily conclude that they result from bad artigement,or bad performance of contracts.

(Copy )
Post Opeice, Montoomeky, Acs.,

December 2d, 1841.
Sir; The excessive liesvy rains which fell hereon
e 21 si, and again on the24th ult., swelled all the
ater courses, and carried away nearly all the bridges
ibe larger streams, on which account the regular

ogress of the mails was obstructed on every route

iding to this point, and on all of which failures ocirreilas stated below
On route 3069, from Montgomery to Columbus,
i., mails on this routo due daily at 11 p.m., no

ails were received on the 22d and 23d ult., on the
th received a mail at 1 p. m , by way of the rail
ad, and, by the same mode of conveyance, have
ice received « mail daily about 12 m. The rail road
tends from Montgomery to Franklin or Upehawe,35 miles, and within 8 or 10 miles oi Tuskegce,
aeon county, Ala.
On route 3G77, from Montgomery to Mobile. Mails
this route due daily by I a. in , no mails received
this route on the 23d, 25th, and 2Gth ult. On the
d and 24th the mails due at 1 a. ro. were delivered
re at G p. in. Mails made up and sent out from this
lice had to return, being unable to proceed, on acuntof high water, and loss of bridges. The conictorson both these routes deserve much credit for
eir great exertions in forwarding the mails under
isting circumstance?.
On route 3G78, from Montgomery to Selina, Ala.
tils due every Wednesday, and Friday, by 10 p.
No mails have been received here by this route

ice the 21st ult. The cause of these continued fai-
res is said to be high water. 1 hardly think it suffimtwithout a special showing.there is much com-

lint here on account of the delay. 1

On route3G79, from Montgomery to Mapleeville,
tils due Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays by 9
m. No mails received on this route on the 23d
d 25th ult Since then the mails have been very
fular.
On route 3080, from Montgomery to Talladega..
ails due every Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday, by '

p. m. No mails received by this route on the 21th
il 26th ult.
On route 3077, from Montgomery to Ilaynesville.
ails due Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, by 5
m. On this route the contractor failed in his at- ,

opt to carry nut the mail on the 22d and 24lh, con(uenllyno mails were received on the 23d and 20th

On route 3081, from Montgomery to Monticello.. 't
ails due every Saturday by 5 p. m. The contractor

ing unable to carry out a mail on the 24th, on ac-
'

ant of the high stage of the waters, failed of course ,

deliver a mail on the 27th ult.
On route 30b2, from Montgomery to Argus, Ala.. '
re mail on this route was delivered in time (though
t at the hour spccitied) to enable him, the con-

dor, to return to Argus on the 27th ult., in eon.
id time. 1

On the 1st inst. contractors on route 3677, coinmeedrunning under the winter, schedule, that is to
ive here at 11 a. in and depart at 10 a. m., daily.
Oe route 3660, contractors delivered the mail to-

y agreeably to the winter schedule, and will conti- |
e to run by it during the time stipulated in con,ct.
For furthei particulars, 1 refer you to an article in
g Alabama Journal, which I send you by the same

ail conveying this letter.* 1

Respectfully yours,
(Signed) N. BLUE, P M.

The paper not received

We copy the subjoined extract front the N.
Post's Washington correspondence, dated

e 14th instant. Yesterday we almost quarlledwith an article we found in the Post.toy
we are so much }<ltosnl with the truthful

d honest remarks of its Washington corres-

ndent, that we are inclined to think that this
per, too, will in the end do justice to the
'eople's President."
Your readers will perceive that there is not much
ing in Washington, ut present, in which they are
[created. There is some scandal and a good deal of
ssip, with which 1 might till your columns, but 1
iow it would not suit the taRte of the readers of the
ening Post, However, 1 must be permitted to state,
at I have si en and conversed with President Tyler,
d find htm to be a gentleman of frank, o|»en-heart,unassuming manners, such as become the reprentativeof our republic. He is dignified, yet faroiir,and approaches you as a friend you find your!fperfectly at ease in his company, and feel at once
at you are conversing with a gentleman of true retblicaiisimplicity. I have seen many of our Presints,nearly all of them, and none of them approaches'
resident Mortroe so nearly in his manners as PresintTyler. Every one must feel that he is in the sootyof one who has the true interests of his country
heart, and wishes to recommend such measures as
believes will promote the greatest good ofthe greattnumber. The democracy will judge of him by

s measures, and if his measures are democratic, they
ould and wdl receive their support.
The Clay Whigs, so called, are perfectly quiet, hut
is calm portends a storm which will break out with
end violence. Their object is to thwart Mr. Tyler
id elevate Mr. Clay ; but they will be sadly disapintedin this. Clay can never collect any more

length than he now has; his tiolitical days are nuin....Ii c.. ...:n _.r _. u i. _i
iru, uiju nc w 111, iit'ucci'>r» 11, gruw weuKrr ami

caker. Many of the Whigs arc ashamed of their
nduct at the last session, and would tic glad to ha«c
e confidence of Mr. Tyler. But this they can never
in, and although they may attempt to conciliate him,
t he cannot but remember the disgraceful tuoba.the
irning effigies.the denunciatory resolutions of that
rty, which expected to crush hiin at once. The
ople, the democracy of the countiy, frowned upon
nr violent and intolerant measures, and extended
eir sympathy to Mr. Tyler, which he never will
rget.

The "Tree Wiiiu" is the title of a weekly political
|ier just commenced in this city. There are now

ree papers in Washington devoted to the cause of
e Whigs. We wiah them all equal success.that
success equal to their merits.

Stoentg*£betoeiUH Conaress.
SECOS!) SESSIDS'.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Fkiday, Dec. 17, 1841

Mr FILLMORE drtired to know whether theunlishedbusiness of yesterday (the reference of the
rssage) would have precedence thi* morning.The SPEAKER'S answer was not heard.
Mr. WARD moved that when the House adjourn
adjourn to Monday next.
Mr WISE asked if Friday and Saturday were not
e days exclusively set a| art lor private business tin
r the rules
The SPEAKER read the rule, showing that pritoburtncRs would have precedence on those days,
iloss a majority ot the House should otherwise do
rmine
Mr RANDOLPH remarked thai this rule evintlycould not apply during the fust thirty days.
Mr WARD S motion sas then passed without a
vision. 1
The unfinished business bring then resumed. t
Mr JOHN W. JONES (having had the floor at t
e a<(joutnntent yesterday,) addressed the House for
inie lime against the reference of thcsubjeclot the !

""

Tsnff to the Committee on Manufactures. He link occasionlo diacoutse largely against the financial Course
and policy ofthe present Administration.

Mr. HUNT expressed hiinaelf, personally, quH<indilfereutto the mere reference, though a member of
the Committee on Manufactures. He was satisfied
that the report would be the saute, in favor of a Tend
from the Committee on Ways and Means, as from
that on Manufactuies, though he considered the latterto be the appropriate committee fortius reference
He spoke incidentally, in distinct and decided terms,
in fsvor of a tariff of protection.Mr. RANDOLPH, alao a member oflhe Committeeon MstoifHeinisM advocated the nronoaed rt-li-rcnro
to that Committee, and himself in favor of protection.
Mr JOSEPH R. 1NOERSOLL spoke with much

animation and force, in favor ofa liberal construction
of the disputed passage on this subject in the President'sMessage. He replieJ in detail to Mr Jones
on the doctrine of discriminative duties implied in that
passage. He defended ths Compatibility of Protectionagainst the remarks made on this subject yesterdayby Mr Rhett; and amplified upon the happy and
beneficial effect* already experienced in oui country
from protection in several instances, among which he
particularized the locomotive engines of Philadelphia
and the cutlery of Connecticut. He replied also to
Mr Foster's objections to the constitutionality of the
Committee on Manufactures. He concluded, after
about hall an hour, by remsiking that the bad state of
his health and voice ought to have prevented hiin
from sjieaking at this time, but the importance of the
principle* involved had compelled him to say what he
had.
Mr. STANLY replied to some of Mr. WW

Irwin's remark* made yesterday, reflecting on the dispositionof Southern Whigs to exclude protection
(Mr. I rwin explained.) Mr. S. asked why he did
not also then refer to the feeling* of hi* new as»orii'iate*(unthis subject. Mr. S. leplied briefly also to
Mr. Jones' remark* on thuexpenditures of the presentAdministration.
Mr. SLADE then took the floor, and moved an adjournment,which wascariied.

PROPOSALS FOR BINDING.

Post Opeice Department, f
December 2t/, 1841. £

SEALED proposals will be received at the Post
Oilier Department until the'Jdth insb, at 3 o'clock

D M i'.- iu.. r.n ....: .1 2~*: -< i.:_ i:. e
i iFi., tuf in** iuiimwinw ui M rijiinns uilur

Lite period of three years tioai the first dav of January,
1842.

Sujier royal blank books, in full Russia, feint lined,
extra ruled, with printed captions and., headings oi
.oluiiins, with spring backs, lettered and numbered.
Same, without captions apd headings,- and with alphabets,separate or annexed.
Same, in calf, with extra Russia'bands.
Royal blank books, in full Russia, feint lined, iuled

itid lettered, with printed captions, spring backs, and
indexes separate or annexed.
Same, without indexes.
Same, without captions, and with indexes, sepai ate

it annexed.
Same, in calf, with extra Russia bands.
Same, without ruling.
Same, in call, with extra Russia bands, with and

without ruling.
Demy blank books, in full Russia, with spiing

aacks, ruled anJ feint lined, with indexes, separate or
innexed.
Same, indexed, but without captions and luling.
Foolscap blank books, in full Russia, with spiing

lacks, feint lined and ruled, bailk distance.
Same, in naif Russia, feint lined, and ruled to patem.
Ruling quarto post paperr ed, and feint lined to ->at

em, per quire.
Ruling cap paper red, and feint lined to p

juire.
Ruling demy royal and super royal red, and fein ^

ineil to pattern.
Ruling demy royal and super royal red, and feint

lined to pattern, with printed captions, per quire, for
ill the above.
Folding, stitching, rutting and quarter binding 16,lo18,000 copies of the Laws and Instructions, should

ihe Department order their publication.
Specimens of blank books, now in use, may be seen

in the various offices and divisions of the Depart
merit. The paper will be furnished by the Depart
nent.
The bids for binding books must specify the price

)tr quite.
The price must be annexed to each item contained

n the advertisement, and no bid will be considered
wImcIi conlempla'es more than one price for anyone
irticle or kind of work.
The Department reserves the right of prescribing

the patterns for feint lining and ruling in all cases.
The bids must be accompanied by ample testimonialsof the ability of the bidder to perform the work..

Ten per cent on the price of the work executed will
be retained, as security for its faithful performance.
A refusal or failure to execute any work in due

time after it is ordered, disregarding the instructions
of the Department as to the manner of its execution,
slovenly execution of the work, failing to account for
ar to return on demand paper handed ovet to be bound,
substituting other pa|icr, or any other attempt lo evade
the true meaning of the contract, will be a forfeiture
of the contract and of the ten per cent retained

Projio-als should be addressed to the Postmaster
General, and endorsed " Proposals for Binding.''

Dec. 9.dtd.

Proposals for indian goods.sealed
proposals will be received at thfe office of the Commissionerof Indian A flairs, until the 30th day of DeIw.r.1n'-l.-V P Yt c.r l*.irr.;*hin.> ),.

following goods for the use of the Indians
Mackinac Blankets, vurious sizes and colors.
Cloths of different quality and colors
Slrouds do
Flannels do
Woollen So ks do
Yarns do
Linseys and worsted Gaitering do
Calicoes, assorted qualities
Calico and Flannel Shirts
Bleached and unbleached Cotton Shirting and Sheeting
Domestic Checks, Plaids and Stripes
Cotton Shawla and Handkerchiefs
Black Silk Handkerchiefs
Sewing Silk, assorted colors
Cotton and Linen Threads, assorted colors
Chinese Vermillion
Beads, assorted
Pipes do
Pins do
Brass and Tin Kettles, assorted sizes .

Tin Pans and Cups
Frying Pans
Fire Steels
Britannia and paper lined Looking glassesAwls, assorted
Buttons do
Brass nails assorted
Thimbles do
Scissors do
Gimlets dii
Table Knives and Forks
Pewter Plates
Fish Hooks and Lines
Combs assorted
Northwest Guns, Powder Horns and Shot Pouche
Gun Worms and Flints
Half Axes and Hatchets
Gun Powder and Bar Lead
Knives.
A schedule of the above articles, with samples, mav

be seen at the office of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, 10 Washington, exhibition the nuantitv of
each article required, but the right is reserved in ihr
Department to alter, increase, or diminish anv of the
articles named in said schedule.
The amount of money lo he applied to the putchase of these (roods will ho about $70,000 00, ol

which some $30,000 will be wanted on the seaboaid,
and the residue in the west, and (roods of American
manufacture, all other things being equal, will tie preferred.The contractors will be required to deliver
thrm 'at such times and places as may be designated in
the contracts.
A separate rontract will be entered into for the

transportation to the several point* of delivery.
Bonds with two or more sureties, the sufficiency to

be certified by a Uniteo State*judge or district attorney,
will he required for the faithful performance ot tho
Contract, and payment will be made after the contrai t
is completed, upon a duplicate invoice, accompanied y
the certificate «f the agent of the Government autliri
rized to receive them, that the goods have been deli
vered in good order, and in eonforu tly to (he eon
-act and samples.

T HARTLEY CRAWFORD
DfPIRTMPNT OP Well
OrruK or Indian Airairs,

November, 1*11.
To be published in thf» Boston Atln* nrnl MorningPout, Boston; tin- Now York Expo's.* and Journal

»f Commerce, New York, tin- Ametimn Sentinel
mil National Gawtte, Philadelphia the Madi*.onian.
Washington; the Patriot, Baltimore, the Bollrtm,St. Lout* nov 23.diJOthili«
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